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Three Great Textile Exhibits  

The Museum’s Bev York Room, our main exhibit room where we 

mount our changing exhibits, saw not 

one, but three wonderful exhibits of 

contemporary textile arts this year. In 

the winter and spring, guest curator 

Dr. Laura Crow from the University 

of Connecticut, mounted an exhibit 

on contemporary clothing designed 

by Connecticut native Dyllis 

Braithwaite — one of our best-

attended exhibits ever! Then, in the 

summer, guest curators Catherine 

Whall Smith and Joan Blade Johnson 

(both of CT-SAQA) brought us a 

stunning quilt exhibit, featuring con-

temporary art quilts by a variety of 

Connecticut fiber artists that were 

inspired by local history. (We will be making quilt shows annual 

events.) Finally, in August, we had a beautiful exhibit of contempo-

rary hooked rugs crafted by artists associated with Whispering Hill 

in Woodstock, CT. As Connecticut moves from the industrial to 

the postindustrial era, fiber arts is becoming the new shape of tex-

tile production in the Nutmeg State. 

 

Historical Maps of Windham/Willimantic;  

325th Birthday of Windham, CT 

The Mill Museum joined in the local celebration of the 325th an-

niversary of the founding of the town of Windham, CT. We 

kicked off in January with a birthday-themed Snow Ball, the Mu-

seum’s annual elegant ball. Then, in the summer (between the 

quilt show and the rug exhibit) we put together an exhibit on the 

history of Windham and Willimantic told through both vintage 

maps from the Museum’s collection, and new maps that we cre-

ated. The exhibit was curated — and the maps created by — our 

own Executive Director, Dr. Jamie Eves. Eves also put together a 

power point historical 

“atlas” of Windham 

and Willimantic, which 

he presented at a Mu-

seum Lyceum in Sep-

tember. He is working 

on a final version, to be 

put on the Museum’s 

website. 

Nightmare on Main:  

Witches in History and Fable 

Wow! The Mill Museum’s third annual Hallowe’en 

“haunted museum” event was a “howling” success! As usual, 

we combined Hallowe’en fun with real history — an exami-

nation of witches and witchcraft in history, literature, and 

fable. Volunteers Sandra Proctor and Brenda Griswold, 

working with Mill Museum Educational Director and about 

60 volunteers, put on a live show (seen by about 430 visitors 

over four shows) and created an exhibit composed of dio-

ramas. In addition, three guest speakers lectured at Mu-

seum Lyceums: State Historian Dr. Walter Woodward 

spoke on Connecticut’s witchcraft hysteria of the mid-1660s 

(to a packed room!), herbalist Michele Maclure spoke on 

witches as herbal healers, and Dr. Faith Ringle, a retired 

professor of literature at the U. S. Coast Guard Academy, 

spoke about New England witches in literature.   

 

Museum Lyceums (and Teas) 

The Mill Museum’s Museum Lyceums are evening lectures 

and presentations on historical and contemporary topics. 

This year, we began in Febru-

ary with a slide show of Wind-

ham in the 1960s and 1970s, 

from slides recently donated to 

the Museum; followed up with 

a reception for the Dyllis 

Braithwaite exhibit in March; 

held our popular “Just Des-

serts” Tea in April (featuring 

tea and desserts from around 

the world); listened to railroad 

historian Pieter Roos present 

an illustrated talk on the history of railroads in Willimantic 

in May; joined E. D. Jamie Eves for a talk on the History of 

Sewing Machines in June (as part of Textile Duo program); 

heard Educational Director Bev York tell us about famous 

firsts in Windham history (as part of the 325th anniversary 

celebration); joined E.D. Eves for a presentation on historic 

maps of Windham and Willimantic in September; and then 

topped off the year in October with three witch-themed 

Museum Lyceums: Walter Woodward on witchcraft trials 

in Connecticut, Michele Maclure on witches and herbalism, 

and Faith Ringle on witches in New England literature. 
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Terrific Textile Programs 

In June, the Mill Museum organized two terrific textile programs — 

the Textile Duo — the first devoted to quilts and fiber arts, the sec-

ond to weaving, spinning, and knitting. Vendors sold their goods at 

tables. Guest speakers presented 

on a variety of topics, such as 

raising silk worms and spinning 

rabbit fur. There were demon-

strations on spinning and sewing 

with a treadle sewing machine. In 

addition, volunteer spinner/

weaver Peggy Church organized a 

monthly Spinning Bee, along 

with a St. Distaff’s Day program 

in January. Fianally, the Museum 

was splendidly yarn bombed by a 

gang of local knitters. Our thanks 

to volunteers Faith Kenton, Cath-

erine Whall Smith, Joan Blade 

Johnson, Peggy Church, Chelsea 

Cayer, and others for organizing these events. 

Lots of Trips 

In September, Educa-

tional Director Bev 

York led a bus trip to 

New York City to visit 

Ellis Island and the 

Statue of Liberty. In 

other months, she 

organized her Mill of 

the Month trips to 

historic mills and mill 

towns of Connecticut. 

 

 

Hundreds of Children Visit Museum 

As usual, hundreds of children visited the Museum this year. Led 

by Educational Director Bev York and a team of volunteer docent/

teachers, the Museum provided educational school tour programs 

for numerous school systems, including Windham, Plainfield, 

Marlboro, Hartford, Putnam, New London, and others. And our 

Kids Club Saturday afternoon history programs meet each month. 

Improved Exhibits 

We made some major improvements in our Dugan Mill 

exhibit this year. Thanks to a grant from the Osborne 

Foundation — and a lot of work by E.D. Jamie Eves and 

our volun-

teers — we 

were able to 

install large, 

wall-

mounted, 

photo-

graphic im-

ages of tex-

tile factory 

rooms, to 

give visitors 

an idea 

about what a 

room full of 

production 

machinery looked like. Eves also designed exhibit boards 

showing the history of synthetic textiles. And we received a 

donation of an interior wall from the old American 

Thread Company factory in Willimantic. 

 

A Labor Day Reenactment 

We wanted Labor Day to be about more than just back-

yard barbeques, so  two years ago we inaugurated our an-

nual Labor 

Day reenact-

ments. This 

year, we 

reenacted 

the devastat-

ing Ameri-

can Thread 

Company 

Strike of 

1925, a bitter 

defeat for the United Tex-

tile Workers of America. 

The original strike was led 

by Amy Hooker, immortal-

ized in the song “How 

Long” by Connecticut trou-

badour Hugh Blumenfeld. 

Hooker and other strikers 

were played by local volun-

teers (including Windham 

town councilor Dagmar 

Noll) — a wonderful exam-

ple of a community reenact-

ing its own history. 
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Holiday Shop. Nov. 24, 25, 26 and Dec. 1, 2, 3. 1 to 6 p.m. Qual-

ity hand crafted gifts by local artists and artisans. Free admission. 

Free hot mulled cider. At the Museum’s Dugan Hall, 159 Union 

St. 

Hysterical Historicals . Dec. 2, 1 p.m. If you love Willimantic 

history, come by for an informal meeting. There is discussion and 

show and tell about local history. Free. Coffee and doughnuts too!  

Trains, Trees, and Toys.  Opening Dec. 8 Our annual model 

train, vintage toys, and decorated trees extravaganza, in partner-

ship with our friends at the Connecticut Eastern Railroad Mu-

seum. 

 

Kids’ Club. Dec. 9. 2 p.m. Gingerbread Holiday.  

 

Holiday Gift Wrapping at the East Brook Mall.  Dec. 15-24. 

Bring your holiday gifts to be wrapped by our volunteers, for a 

donation to the Museum. We will be at our usual location at the 

East Brook Mall in Mansfield, CT.  

 
Spinning Bee. Dec. 16. Jan. 27.Feb. 24. March 24. April 28. 10 

a.m. to 1 p.m. Bring your spinning wheel and drop by for this 

spinning get together. This program is organized by professional 

weaver Peggy Church. Free. Enter the Dugan Program Room on 

Union Street.  

 

St. Distaff’s Day. Jan. 6. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Join us for a celebration 

of the traditional end of the Christmas holidays and the resump-

tion of work. 

 

Snow Ball. Jan. 20. Eastern Connecticut’s most elegant ball, the 

Snow Ball, returns. This year’s theme is “black and white,” and 

will feature black-and-white before-and-after photos of scenes 

from Willimantic and Windham’s past — a vintage photo from the 

Museum’s collection alongside a recent photo of the same loca-

tion. Music by Red Satin. This year, we will journey “up the hill” 

to Eastern Connecticut State University’s Betty Tipton Room, 

where we hope to project images on the walls. $65 per person. A 

fundraiser for the Mill Museum. 

The Mill Museum has a new weaving studio, and will offer 

classes in weaving starting in January, 2017.  

 

Volunteer Peggy Church, a master weaver and spinner, will 

offer 8-week courses in weaving. Each student will pay a 

$240 fee, which is the same amount charged by other 

weaving studios. Beginners will pay an additional fee of 

$30, to cover the cost of materials and an instruction book, 

Learning to Weave by Debbie Chandler. Class times and 

“bench time” will be dur-

ing normal Museum open 

hours. Class time is ini-

tially scheduled for Sunday 

afternoons from 1 to 4. 

Bench time is additional 

unsupervised weaving in 

the weaving studio during 

museum open hours when 

students can work at their 

looms.  

 

Beginners will be intro-

duced to all steps of weav-

ing, including winding a 

warp, threading a loom, reading a draft, and weaving a 

variety of patterns. Intermediate students will receive indi-

vidualized instruction based on their level and interest, and 

will be encouraged to explore the diversity of the craft. 

 

The Museum has acquired five working floor looms from 

the American Textile History Museum in Lowell, MA, 

which recently closed. Expenses incurred in renovating the 

new weaving studio, which is located on the second floor 

of the Mill Museum, were part of a grant from the Rose 

and Leo Pageau Trust.  

Coming Events Weaving Studio 

New Officers 
At our Annual Membership Meeting in October, the Mill Mu-

seum elected new officers and Board members. The officers are: 

Pieter Roos of South Windham, President; Dawn Bakke of Willi-

mantic, Vice President; Miles Wilkerson of Mansfield, Secretary; 

and Claire Lary of Willimantic, Treasurer.  Board members (in 

alphabetical order) are Shane Goodrich, Kira Holmes, Pam Hor-

rocks, Faith Kenton, Corey Krohn, Suzanne LaTulipe, Kathy 

Miller, Diana Perkins, and Paula Sullivan. The Museum wants to 

extend its gratitude to longtime Board member Sue Humes, who 

stepped down this Fall. We are grateful for her service. 
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Annual Appeal: Education 

It is time for the Mill Museum’s Annual Appeal, when we appeal to 

you, the public, for support. You will soon receive an appeal letter in 

the mail, or via email, or via social media, or as an insert in the paper 

version of our newsletter, Loom and Spindle, a request for help. Please 

consider donating. The Mill Museum is a private, non-profit, tax ex-

empt, educational institution. Our mission is to collect, preserve, and 

interpret the history of textile production in Connecticut, along with the 

lives of the children, women, and men who built and lived in the state’s 

textile towns, so that our history will not be forgotten.  

 

Central to what we do are our educational programs. Hundreds of 

schoolchildren visit the Mill Museum every year on field trips. We are 

popular with teachers because, unlike most museums in eastern Con-

necticut, we are affordable, we offer specially tailored educational pro-

grams that meet teachers’ needs, and we have the space to accommo-

date large groups. Yet state funds for field trips — the money that pays 

for the buses — is declining. If we are to meet the needs to Connecti-

cut’s teachers, we will increasingly have to go to them. To do this, we 

need public support. With the growth of STEM, we will need to offer 

more science-based programming, such as measuring pollution in mill 

streams. 

 

In addition to school groups, we operate a monthly Kids’ Club with 

history activities. And we also have programs in adult education. There 

is our new Weaving Studio (see story on page 3), our Museum Lyce-

ums, and our textile and history exhibits. All of this costs money. Please 

help us make sure that our children and grandchildren don’t forget our 

history. Please donate to our Annual Appeal. 

Students from Windham High School measure the ph of water in 
the Willimantic River on a recent trip to the Mill Museum. 

Visit us on the Web at 
www.millmuseum.org — 
or on Facebook as The 
Mill Museum. 


